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Jesus Paid It All By Alison Kuykendall 
One of my favorite holidays 

growing up was Easter.  When 

you’re a child there is so much 

to look forward to!  There is the 

dying of eggs, Easter egg hunts, 

the new dress and gloves that 

you get to wear to church (I 

grew up in the late 70’s & 80’s, I 

know times have changed) and 

of course the biggest of all: the 

anticipation of waking up on Easter 

morning to see what the Easter 

Bunny had left!  As I grew into 

“adulthood” many of those 

things began to lose their luster.  

I think that we could all agree as 

moms that it is pretty rare if we 

have a new outfit to wear to 

church Easter morning.   

When my husband and I got 

engaged in 2001, we thought it 

would be great to get married 

around his grandparents anniver-

sary.  They had been married 

over 55 years and we thought 

that would be a special tribute 

to them.  We got married on 

April 20, 2002 and began our 

new lives together.  What we 

didn’t realize at the time was 

that our one year anniversary 

would fall on Easter Sunday.  At 

first I thought that was kind-of 

cool…but then it quickly 

changed to kind-of annoyed.  I 

wanted our first anniversary to 

be special.  Just the two of us, 

alone, without the stress of fam-

ily obligations.  Needless to say 

we headed off to his grandma’s 

house after church for lunch and 

we were surrounded by 40 of 

our closest family members (my 

husband has a LARGE family!)  

After filling our bellies with ham 

and all the fixin’s, we headed 

back home.  Still a bit irritated 

and annoyed, we went to bed.  

In the middle of the night my 

husband got very, very ill.  We 

found ourselves in the ER, his 

body and health declining, and 

the doctors unsure of the cause.  

Once he was stabilized, we were 

sent home just to find ourselves 

back in the same ER a few hours 

later.  Looking back on the situa-

tion and all the events that tran-

spired during that time of anxi-

ety and uncertainty, I believe this 

was the Lord revealing to me 

that I needed to relinquish my 

wants and desires and put ALL 

my faith in him.  Do you some-

times feel like God has to shake 

you and rock your world in 

order for you to see that his 

plans and direction for your life 

are far greater than anything you 

could have ever imagined?  I 

know I do. 

This year our 12th anniversary 

falls again on Easter.  As I’ve 

grown from a naïve newlywed 

who wanted the focus of April 

20th to be just about my husband 

and I, and honestly not Easter at 

all, into a woman of deeper faith 

and understanding of the gospel, 

I am overwhelmed by the sacri-

fice that Jesus made for us.  The 

Easter story is one of unimagin-

able sacrifice.  Jesus knew he 

was going to be nailed on a 

cross, his head adorned with a 

crown of thorns, mocked, tor-

tured and allowed to die, so that 

WE (you and I) could have 

eternal life if we accept Him as 

our Lord and Savior. 

The church I attended when I 

was younger sang a lot of hymns.  

One that has been resonating in 

my mind lately is Jesus Paid It 

All.  If you have not heard it, I 

encourage you to listen to Kris-

tian Stanfill’s version on You-

Tube.  The chorus says “Jesus 

paid it all, All to him I owe; Sin had 

left a crimson stain-He washed it 

white as snow.”  As we enter this 

Easter season, I pray you stop to 

reflect on the sacrifice that Jesus 

made for you and I.  I know 

Easter gets busy.  We have our 

own agendas, we have our own 

wants and desires, we want a 

new outfit to wear that makes 

us feel pretty, but try to take 

time and just be still.  Reflect on 

the sacrifice that Jesus made for 

you and I, and the gift of eternal 

life that he has promised.  It is 

truly far greater than any we 

could ever imagine… 

What’s the Word? 

MOPS stands for Mothers of 

Preschoolers and exists to 

meet the needs of every 

mom—moms with different 

lifestyles and experiences who 

all share a similar desire to 

be the very best moms they 

can be! MOPS recognizes that 

the years from infancy to 

kindergarten are foundational 

in a mother-child relationship 

and are filled with unique 

needs. 

1st & 3rd Thursday 

September 19- June 5 

9:30—11:30 am 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 

Fellowship Hall 

For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 



MOPS Questions?  Call Co-Coordinators:  Erin Heins 541-490-6675 or Sherry Smith  503-989-4800 

Host Table Schedule 
 

At MOPS you can be assured of a lovely breakfast 
at each meeting. Food is brought according to the 
Discussion Group table rotation. Your table leader 
will let you know when it is your turn, or you can 
check here. An endless supply of coffee, tea and 

creamer is provided. 

April 17 —  Easter Brunch  

(all tables participating) 

May 1 —  Orange & Yellow Tables 

 

 

Page 2 

Calendar 

April 3:   MOPS Meeting 

 Guest Speaker:  Marta Sears 

 Spring Creative Activity 

April 9: NCO Volunteer Opportunity 7-8:30pm 

April 10:: 9:30am Potential New Leadership  

 Inquiry Q&A 

April 17: Easter Brunch 

May 1:  Mentor Mom Panel (See back of this  

 newsletter for details) 

 

NCO Diaper Drive 

We will be doing a diaper drive next month for 
NCO.  Please bring donations to our meetings in 

May. 

All sizes are needed but especially larger sizes 

Easter Jokes for Kids 

 

What do you call a rabbit that tells good 

jokes? 

A funny bunny! 

 

What kind of beans grow in the Easter 
Bunny’s garden? 

Jelly beans!  

 

How does the Easter Bunny keep his fur 
neat? 

With a hare brush!  

 

How does the Easter bunny stay in shape? 

Lots of eggs-ercise!  

 

What kind of jewelry does Easter Bunny 
wear?  

14 carrot gold  

April 17th will be our MOPS Easter Bruch!  All 
tables will be contributing food for this special 
day.  Please see the food sign-up sheet at the 

Membership  table. 

Stephanie Knight welcomed Grace Ann on Feb-
ruary 9th.  She weighed 6lbs 15oz, and was19 

inches long.   

Tracee Hiller welcomed Olivia Rochelle on 

March 10th.  She joins big brother Cam. 

Kelly Lee’s adoption of her little girl just became  

final...congratulations! 

WELCOME LITTLE ONES 
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Family Activities, Recipes & Crafts 

Edible Easter Baskets 

Ingredients 

 1 dozen cupcakes 

 1 bag jelly beans 

 White icing 

 Sweetened coconut, colored with green food coloring 

 Pipe cleaners and ribbon 

 

How to assemble 

1. Prepare cupcakes according to cake mix directions. 

2. Once cooled, frost with white frosting.  Take a pipe cleaner and tie a bow 
onto it, then bend it into an arch and push the ends into the sides of each 

cupcake.  

3. Shake the shredded coconut in a stainless steel bowl. Sprinkle on food coloring bit by bit, mixing vigorously to distribute the 

color. 

4. Top each cupcake with a little green coconut and a few jelly beans. 

Membership or Enrollment Questions?  Please contact Kari Wheat at either wheat.kari@gmail.com or 323-719-1200 

 

 

 

Yarn Easter Egg Garland  

 

1. Blow up your balloons until they are about 6 inches tall. Because you 

haven’t filled them, they will have a slight egg shape. 

2. Cover the balloon with the Mod Podge using your sponge brush. 

3. Use the yarn straight off the roll and tie a little bit to the balloon 

knot on top to anchor it. Wrap the yarn all around the balloon mak-

ing any design you like. When you feel you have wrapped it enough, 

cut the end of the string and wrap it under another piece. 

4. At some point in wrapping your balloon it will probably look like a 

big mess and you will wonder what you got yourself into . . . but 

don’t worry, once it dries it looks pretty cool! 

5. Now dip your sponge in the Mod Podge and generously dab it all 

over the string, making sure you cover it really well. Soak it. 

6. Let it dry for about 24 hours. It needs to be REALLY DRY when you 
pop the balloons or the yarn will lose it’s egg shape. Now comes the 
fun part . . . pop the balloon with a pin and fish out the deflated mess 
carefully from your hollow yarn egg. And if you have a little helper, 

they will love doing this job!  

7. Weave some string through your yarn eggs, hang it up and enjoy! 

What You’ll Need 

 Mod Podge Matte (can find at any craft store) 

 7-10 balloon approximately 12 inch size 

 Yarn (any color you choose, a variety or multi) 

 Sponge paintbrush 



We’re online! 

www.lakegrovemops.org 

Fun Facts About Easter Candy 

Doing life together! 

NOTES 

 Americans buy over 120 million pounds of candy during the Easter holiday. That's enough peeps, jelly beans and 

chocolate bunnies to fill more than 4,600 dump trucks. 

  American's spend $2.1 billion annually on Easter candy and 70 percent of all Easter candy sold is chocolate, in-

cluding 90 million chocolate bunnies. 

 When it comes to eating our chocolate bunnies 76 percent of Americans think the ears should be eaten first, 5 

percent say feet first and the other 19 percent say any part that doesn't have Easter grass stuck in it. 

 The Guinness world record for largest chocolate Easter egg is 15,873 pounds. It was over 34 feet tall. 

 16 billion jelly beans are produced for Easter. That's enough to circle the earth three times. 

 Kids prefer red jelly beans and 75 percent are willing to do extra chores for more Easter candy. 

 During the Easter season, Americans buy more than 700 million marshmallow peeps - making it the most popu-

lar non-chocolate Easter candy. 

The Mentor Mom Panel will be back at our May 1st meeting.  If you have questions you 
would like them to address, please email them to the website (mops@lakegrovemops.org) 

by Friday, April 18th.   


