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The Gift of Motherhood by Tanyis Brunscheon 
To be a mother is God’s 
greatest gift and deepest 
challenge.  You are sud-
denly catapulted into a job 
where it’s a matter of life 
and death and you aren’t 
given a job description.  
You start with zero experi-
ence.  You work long 
hours, unpaid, with lots of 
overtime.  And you would-
n’t change it for the world.   
  
When I first brought King-
ston home I remember 
thinking.  “What do we do 
with him?”  Within hours I 
thought.  “What would we 
do without him, and why 
did I wait so long to have 
him?”  You see, we knew 
for years before he was 
born that we would have a 
boy and that we would 
name him Kingston.  What 
we didn’t know was that 
Kingston would have a sis-
ter and that she would be 
born 5 weeks after his first 
birthday.   I feel that Sloan 
was the greatest gift I didn’t 
know I wanted.  It was to-
tally a God thing.   Having 
children 13 months apart 
was never what we were 
planning or even ever 
wanted but it’s what He had 
planned for us.  
  
Kingston started day care at 
six months of age and it 
truly was one of the hard-
est decisions I had to make.  

It’s interesting to me look-
ing back on this how hard I 
struggled with that decision 
and how day after day I felt 
such anxiety as I raced to 
pick him up after work.  
Why didn’t Mike have these 
issues and why didn’t he 
have distress dropping off 
Kingston in the morning?  
Well the short answer is 
because he’s not a mother.   
  
After Sloan was born the 
thought of putting both ba-
bies into day care or even 
getting a nanny was just too 
much for me to handle and 
thank goodness I didn’t 
have too because as fate 
would have it we moved 
and I became a stay at 
home mom.   
  
Don’t get me wrong there 
are days when I pray to 
God to give me my old job 
back.  To be able to go to 
the bathroom with out 4 
eye balls staring at me.  To 
be able to finish my cup of 
coffee while it’s still hot- oh 
those were the days.   
  
I have traded the power 
point presentations for play 
dates and stilettos for slip-
pers but what I have discov-
ered is that I’m still doing 
the same things, it’s just a 
different audience.  In my 
former life I was teaching 
crucial conversations to 

employees now I’m having 
crucial conversations with 
my children.  I was mediat-
ing  conflict  between man-
agement and the Unions.  
Now I’m the mediator be-
tween my two year old 
Sloan and three year old 
Kingston concerned about 
who actually had Thomas 
The Tank Engine first.  I use 
to spend hours, days, even 
weeks on investigations, I’m 
still doing investigations its 
just on things I enjoy and 
mean so much to me now, 
like pre schools, play dates, 
and nutritious alternatives 
for snacks.   
  
Yes, I still have days when I 
miss my former life but I 
can tell you this, I was 
groomed for this job, my 
training was extensive and 
as you know being a stay at 
home mom is not for the 
faint of heart.  I have never 
been more needed or felt 
such job security in all my 
life. 
 

 

What’s the Word? 

MOPS stands for Mothers of 

Preschoolers and exists to 

meet the needs of every 

mom—moms with different 

lifestyles and experiences who 

all share a similar desire to 

be the very best moms they 

can be! MOPS recognizes that 

the years from infancy to 

kindergarten are foundational 

in a mother-child relationship 

and are filled with unique 

needs. 

1st & 3rd Thursday 

September 19- June 5 

9:30—11:30 am 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 

Fellowship Hall 

For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 

Tanyis sits at the pink table 



Thank you Erin & Sherry for your leadership this past year!  We appreciate you both. 

Host Table Schedule 
 

At MOPS you can be assured of a lovely break-
fast at each meeting. Food is brought according 
to the Discussion Group table rotation. Your 
table leader will let you know when it is your 
turn, or you can check here. An endless supply 
of coffee, tea and creamer is provided. 

May 15 —  Green & Blue Tables 

June 5 —  Turquoise & Purple Tables 
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Calendar 

May 1:   MOPS Meeting 

 Relationship Mentor Panel 

May 15:   MOPS Meeting 

 Annual Toy & Clothing Swap 

 NCO Diaper Drive 

 Summer Park Sign-Up 

May 22:   MOPS Gives Back 9:30 at the church 

June 5: Last MOPS Meeting of the year  

 Secret Sister Reveal 

 

 

 

 

MOMSnext is a continuation of MOPS and a 
place where mothers with at least one school-
aged child can come to experience authentic 

community and practical help.  Childcare is pro-
vided for younger siblings.  We will begin meet-

ing again on September 11, 2014 
LGMOMSnext@gmail.com for details 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

& Invite a Friend! 
 

September 18 
 

 First MOPS Meeting 
of Next Year 

Early Registration! 

 

August 6 & 20, 9:30-11am, we will be  
at LGPC in the Fireside Room register-

ing moms for the 2014-2015 MOPS year.  
Stop by, say “hi,” register for next year 

and grab a goodie!  
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Looking Forward to 2014-2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to attend the  
convention, or would like more  

information, please ask Erin Heins. 

2014-2015 MOPS  

Leadership Update 
 

We have had a great response 
to our invitation for MOPS 
Leaders.  We are still forming 
our leadership team for next 
year, as well as committees.  If 
this is something you have been 
thinking about, please talk to 
your DGL and she can get you 
additional information. 

This summer stay in 
touch with Lake 
Grove MOPS 

2014-2015 MOPS Theme 

Be you, Bravely is designed to help us 
focus on making the choices that could 
create the most good in our lives, help 
us to step into healthy risk and to do it 
in the context of community where we 
can cheer one another on.  It takes 
courage to ask brave questions and 
even more courage to search for the 
answers. We are so excited to journey 
alongside you this year as we ask one 
another what it means to  “Be you, 
Bravely”.  

2014-2015 Theme Verse 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.  

Isaiah 43:18-19  



We’re online! 

www.lakegrovemops.org 

Motherhood 
My husband Jeff and I have been married for nearly 

15 years and have two amazing kids Andrew (9) and 

Elena (5). Last April, after months of debate and soul 

searching we decided as a family that I would attempt to 

become a surrogate for some very close friends of ours. 

My biggest concerns at the time where how my own 

children and my marriage would be impacted and how 

would I handle the changes that I would experience both 

physically and emotionally as the pregnancy progressed. 

My head was spinning!  

 

And then I sat through a sermon about Peter (Matthew 

14:22-33) where God invited Peter to get out of the 

boat and experience the miracle of walking on water. At 

that moment, I knew for certain that we would never 

know the miracle of this child if I didn’t get out of my 

very safe boat and agree to help our friends.  

 

How does this decision relate to motherhood? I think 

that many times as moms, we want so badly to protect 

our families that we sometimes forget to model faith by 

being a part of God’s miracles instead of watching from 

the sidelines. In many ways this pregnancy has not been 

easy on my family, but God never promised that miracles 

would be easy. He just said that they are possible.  

 

As I look back over this experience, I hope to have 

achieved two goals. The first was to teach my children 

that they can and should strive to make a difference in 

the lives of others. The second was to be reminded that 

motherhood is truly a gift. It is a gift to anyone who is 

part of it in any way- surrogates, adoptive moms, birth 

moms, foster moms, grandmas and the list goes on. It is 

an unbelievable honor to be trusted to be part of a 

child’s life. This mother’s day grab your little ones by the 

hand and know that by becoming a mom you got out of 

the boat and now you can watch your children walk 

through life- what a miracle! 

Doing life together! 

Kari Wheat is our Membership Coordinator 

Notes 


