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Fingerprints! By Alex Stan 
 

What do Gods fingerprints 

in your life look like? For 

me recently they were 

PINK!  You see, God had 

put a desire on my heart to 

serve in our MOPS group 

but I was hiding behind my 

insecurity, I wanted to, but 

was fearful. I told Him I 

would “ check it out”, but 

then came to find out all the 

positions had been filled! I 

was a bit sad but truth be 

told I was relieved! Then 

Erin texted me saying, that 

when putting the table 

groups together they totally 

forgot a color…..yup…

pink!   

 

When I heard, I melted be-

fore my God.  See, to some-

one else, that may have been 

no big deal but for me, in 

that circumstance, it was 

Gods fingerprint in my life: 

undeniable and extremely 

personal. I love the color 

pink! It speaks to me and He 

knew I would need that little 

piece of  “confirmation” to 

get me to commit. 

 

Fingerprints can come in 

many forms. They can be 

beautiful imprints used for 

art, or greasy little hands on 

a freshly cleaned window.  

How about dirty hands on a  

 

clean out fit right before 

walking out the door?  I 

have come to realize that 

even “messy or dirty” fin-

gerprints are still finger-

prints, unique and very per-

sonal.  They have a story 

and can identify you and are 

gentle imprints of proof, yet 

also at times, they are hard 

to see. 

 

Sometimes we feel like we 

might be missing Gods fin-

gerprints in our life alto-

gether.  We question His 

presence or we simply don’t 

see the prints that are right 

in front of us.  Like the 

hardest circumstance that 

grew you like no other? Or 

the illness that caused you 

to throw yourself at Gods 

feet and you experienced 

Him in a totally new way. 

Or the financial crisis that 

taught you to be grateful? 

We all face trials and hard-

ships and deep in them are 

God’s perfectly tucked fin-

gerprints.  Proof that He was 

there, carrying us and grow-

ing us. We were not alone.  

Even traumas or abuses we 

have faced become part of 

our messy story, but they 

are imprinted with the  

personal touches of a Savior 

that bring beauty from our  

 

ashes. Only His hands and  

His fingerprints have the 

power to heal and restore. 

 

The Bible says in Psalms 

139:5 “ You have enclosed  

me behind and before and 

laid your hand upon me.”  I  

see fingerprints all over this! 

God has His hand on you.  

He has His fingerprints in 

your life and continues to 

mold and shape you, heal 

you and restore you.  Be 

blessed and next time you 

see that little finger print on 

your clean window reflect 

on how God is marking 

your life, embrace it and be 

grateful. 

What’s the Word? 

MOPS stands for Mothers of 

Preschoolers and exists to 

meet the needs of every 

mom—moms with different 

lifestyles and experiences who 

all share a similar desire to 

be the very best moms they 

can be! MOPS recognizes that 

the years from infancy to 

kindergarten are foundational 

in a mother-child relationship 

and are filled with unique 

needs. 

1st & 3rd Thursday 

September 19- June 5 

9:30—11:30 am 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 

Fellowship Hall 

For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 

Alex is the DGL of the Pink table 



MOPS Questions?  Call Co-Coordinators:  Erin Heins 541-490-6675 or Sherry Smith  503-989-4800 

Host Table Schedule 
 

At MOPS you can be assured of a lovely 
breakfast at each meeting. Food is brought 
according to the Discussion Group table 
rotation. Your table leader will let you know 
when it is your turn, or you can check here. 
An endless supply of coffee, tea and creamer is 

provided. 

October 17 — Orange & Yellow Groups 

November 7 — Green & Blue Groups 
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Calendar 

 

October 17:  MOPS Meeting, DVD:  Your Identity 

October 16-19:  MOMCon (MOPS Convention) 

October 24:  MOPS Gives Back 

October 31:  Halloween Party 9-11:30am in the  

Fellowship Hall.  WEAR YOUR COSTUMES! 

 

 

 

 

2013 Meetings 

October 10 & 24 

November 14 

Embrace Your Story 

 

Do you have a funny “mom” story to share 
or something that has been laid on your 

heart that could be encouraging to others?  
We would love to hear from you!   I am 

looking for mom’s to share with us in our 
newsletter for the months of  January,    

February & March.  If you are interested, 
please contact Alison Kuykendall at 

kuykena@gmail.com 

 

Jar-o’-lanterns 
 

What you'll need 

 masking tape 

 clean, dry jar 

 paintbrush 

 orange acrylic paint 

 battery-operated tea light 

How to make it 

1. Cut masking tape into simple jack-o'-lantern face shapes, such as triangles 

and squares. 

2. Invite your young helper to create a face with the shapes on the side of a 

clean, dry jar.  

3. Have them brush the outside with orange acrylic paint.  After the paint 

dries, carefully remove the tape shapes. For a cleaner line, first peel up 

the corners of the shape. 
4. Light your jar-o'-lantern with a battery-operated tea light. 
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Oreo Dirt Cake 

 

Ingredients 

2 cups cold milk 

1 package (3.9oz) chocolate instant pudding 

8oz frozen whipped topping (such as Cool Whip) thawed 

1 1/2 cups crushed sandwich cookies (such as Oreos) 

10 gummy worms 

 

 Make pudding according to package directions.  Let stand 5 minutes to thicken 

 Stir in thawed whipped topping and 1/2 cup of the crushed cookies 
 Spoon into individual cups or into a bowl  or any other decorative item (basket) lined with plastic 
 Top with remaining crushed cookies 
 Chill until ready to serve, then top with gummy worms before serving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fir Point Farms 14601 Arndt Rd. Aurora, 97002 503-678-2455 

Flower Farmer & Phoenix  

and Holly Railroad 

2512 N Holly St. Canby, 97013 503-266-3581 

Lee Farms 21975 SW 65th Ave. Tualatin, 97062 503-638-1869 

Baggenstos Farm 15801 SW Roy Rogers Rd. Sherwood, 97140 503-590-4301 

Sauvie Island Farms 19818 NW Sauvie Island Rd. Portland, 97231 503-621-3988 

Roloff Farms 23985 NW Grossen Dr. Hillsboro, 97124 503-647-2899 

 

Local Pumpkin 

Patches 



 

We’re online! 

www.lakegrovemops.org 

Embrace Your Story—Mentor Mom Spotlight 
The first thing that came to mind as I began to write 

my story is how fortunate I was and how grateful I 
was raised in a Christ centered family.   Our church was 

the center of our little farming community and is to this 
day. 

 I was born and raised on a farm in Minnesota, the 
oldest of five; 2 brothers and 2 sisters.  Living on a farm was 

a wonderful way to grow up, however, I didn’t realize it at 
the time.  We really did live off the land.  My mom always 

had a huge garden and she canned much of what we ate all 
winter, plus, we had fresh vegetables all summer.  Our milk 

cows, chickens and pigs supplied our family with almost 
everything we ate all year long.  I even helped milk the 

cows.  
 I attended a little one room country school for the 

first eight years.  Winters in Minnesota can be very cold 
with lots of snow. Because the roads were impassable, 
there were times when my dad would take us to school and 

church with a team of horses in a wagon he made into a 
sleigh.  The only heat in our little school was a large wood 

burning stove.  One teacher taught all eight grades.  It was 
kind of like ‘Little House on the Prairie’.  I attended high 

school in Preston, a small town of 2400 people.  There 

were 32 in my high school class.  After graduation, my dad 
and mom drove me to the largest city closest to us, Roch-

ester, Minnesota.  We found a place for me to live, dad paid 
the first months rent and then told me I was on my own.  I 

found a job fairly quickly and was able to show my parents I 
could make it on my own.  I am quite sure God had a hand 

in that, also.  
 I met and married my husband Casey 52 years ago.  

Our four children have blessed us with seven grandchildren.  
We moved to Mission Viejo California in 1984.  I had never 

lived more then an hour from my family, so needless to say, 
I was very lonesome.  It was a real culture shock.   Finding a 

new church and church family was our first priority.  We 
lived in California for 21 years before moving to Oregon in 

2005. 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 
4040 Sunset Drive 

Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
503-636-5656 

mops@lakegrovemops.org 

Doing life together! 

Jan Schmidt is the  

Mentor Mom at the 

Red table 


